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Archivists are familiar with records in paper formats.  They know how to survey files, transfer the 

records to the archives, arrange and describe the collection, how to house and preserve them, and can 

help patrons access the records. 

 

Many archivists are less comfortable working with digital records.  They will still need to do the same 

tasks – survey, transfer, arrange and describe, house and preserve, and aid patrons.  However, the 

techniques are different.  Scanning folder headings to get a sense of a collection doesn’t work when the 

files are on a hard drive.  Bits and bytes can’t be moved from one system to another using a records box.  

Traditional approaches for arrangement and description may seem obsolete.  Acid-free folders and 

Hollinger boxes won’t protect the data.  Patrons often want access over the web. 

 

Would you like to learn more about computers?  Would you like a better understanding of the digital 

technology that is the basis of electronic records?  Are you a little afraid of or intimidated by technology?  

If so, attend the Technology Bootcamp! 

 

The bootcamp is designed for archivists who may use computers on a regular basis at work, but find the 

underlying technology unfamiliar territory.  The bootcamp will give you a new perspective on 

technology, to give you a basic understanding of what’s going on behind the scenes.  It won’t turn you 

into a system administrator or webmaster, but you will be able to talk to technologists with greater 

fluency.  You’ll have a better sense of what you need to know to become more proficient and the 

confidence to continue to learn on your own. 

 

Learn more about computers and the digital technology underlying electronic records.  Get a hands-on 

understanding of fundamental technologies, including operating systems, networks, file systems, file 

structures, and encoding.  Learn about how these technologies relate to digital archives, including the 

integrity, authenticity, and security of digital records. 

 

Get a new perspective and understanding of technology by managing – rather than consuming – 

computer resources.   Building a virtual Linux computer will help you understand the infrastructure of a 

digital archives, the virtual space records where records are stored.  You’ll also get a sense for how to 

organize the records and move them within that space.  You’ll also build a virtual Apache web server so 

that you can understand how records in that space become available to other users.  Finally, we’ll install 

Archon software so that you can play with it after the bootcamp.  (Note: We won’t cover how to use this 

software, but you’ll have an implementation you can use to learn it on your own.) 

 

  

http://www.greenvillelibrary.org/index.php/Main.html
http://www.greenvillelibrary.org/index.php/Main.html


What you’ll need 

- A laptop running XP, Vista, or Win 7 with at least 2MB of RAM and 10GB of free hard drive space.   

Bring a power supply to avoid draining your battery. 

- Oracle VirtualBox and Ubuntu 10.10 software.  Both are no cost and should be downloaded at in 

advance of the workshop. 

- A backup of your files.  The bootcamp designed exercises to minimize risks to your system, but 

things can go wrong.  Nevertheless, having a good backup is always good practice. 

- A notebook or pad to keep a journal of information about software you install.   

- Good humor and a sense of adventure and play.  Things will go wrong. Troubleshooting is a lot 

easier when it’s seen as an interesting puzzle to solve, rather than a brick wall you have to bang your 

head on. 

- Patience.  Installing software often takes time and varies on network load.  We’ll use some of that 

time to talk about archival issues of digital archives and technology. 

 

The Instructor 

 Richard Pearce-Moses began programming on a Teletype in 1968 using punched paper tape.  He is 

grateful that he grew up with technology, because that history has helped him understand why things 

work they way they do.  Pearce-Moses is currently the director of the Master of Archival Studies Program 

at Clayton State University, which seeks to provide archivists with the technical skills to thrive in the 

digital era.  He is a past president and Fellow of the Society of American Archivists, a Certified Archivist, 

and author of A Glossary of Archival and Records Terminology. 

 

Background 

 In addition to providing an overview of digital technology as it pertains to electronic records, the 

bootcamp is offered to promote the MAS program at Clayton State as well as to provide continuing 

education to archivists.  The bootcamp will also help the instructor find effective ways to teach 

technology to students in the MAS program.  In appreciation for the participants’ time and contribution, 

the instructor is providing his time at no cost.  The course fee covers PALMCOP’s hosting expenses. 

 

 

For more information about the bootcamp: 

 Richard Pearce-Moses 

 678-466-4427 

 rpearcemoses@clayton.edu 

 

  



TECHNOLOGY BOOTCAMP FOR ARCHIVISTS 
Application 

 

 

Please send the following information with a check for $40 (made out to PALMCOP) to:  

PALMCOP 

P.O. Box 290566 

Columbia, SC 29229 

 

Space available until filled.  Participants admitted to the bootcamp will be notified by Tuesday, 10 July. 

 

Registration 

 Space is limited to twelve participants.     

 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Employer and Title: ___________________________________________________________________________  

Prospective MAS student? Y / N 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone number: _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Why do you want to attend and what do you hope to get out of this bootcamp? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your answers to the following questions will help the instructor design the bootcamp.   

 

1. Technical knowledge:  

a) Rudimentary: basic email and web browsing. 

b) Basic: word processing and spreadsheets, including formulas and charting. 

c) Intermediate: database design (Access), web markup, basic Windows configuration. 

d) Advanced: some knowledge of programming languages (C, Visual Basic). 

e) Expert: you could lead the bootcamp. 

 

2. Do you use Archon? Y / N       

3. Do you use Archivist’s Toolkit?  Y / N 

4. Have you ever used a command line interface?  Y / N / What the heck is a CLI? 

5. Does $ ls -l | grep wwwdata > wwwdata.txt make any sense to you?  Y / N 

6. Does the following make sense to you?  Y/ N  
 <html>  

 <head><title>Test</title></head> 

 <body><p>Hello, world!</p></body> 

 </html>  


